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PRELUDE  
 

EASTER MORNING ACCLAMATION 

 P: Alleluia! The tomb is empty! Christ is risen! 

 C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS 
If you haven’t already, please consider signing the friendship pad at the end of your pew.  
 

GATHERING HYMN: Christ the Lord is Risen Today………..RECLAIM No. 151 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS OF SIN 
Our service begins by invoking the name of the one who claimed us in Baptism. As an assembly of 

sinners, we come before God each Sunday morning to admit our faults, failures, and guilt. The word 

of absolution speaks the Gospel into our ears and assures that because of Christ’s death at Calvary, 

every one of our sins is covered.  
 

P: We gather in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen.  

P: The prophet Daniel declares: “To the Lord our God belongs mercy and 

forgiveness, for we have rebelled against him and have not obeyed the voice of the 

Lord our God by walking in his ways, which he set before us by the prophets.” And 

yet, in Christ, all obstacles between us and God have been removed. If death no 

longer stands in our way, our sin does not either. Let us confess our sins, that they 

may be washed away by God’s mercy. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination 
 

P: God of the promise,   

C: We confess that we have turned from you, knowingly and unknowingly. We 

have wandered from your will and your ways. We have strayed from your love 

for all people. Turn us back to you, O God. Give us new hearts and right spirits, 

that we may find what is pleasing to you and dwell in your house forever. Amen. 

P: Hear the good news: by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not 

your own doing; it is the gift of God. The risen Christ is the Savior of all. God did 

not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world might be 

saved through him. In the name of Jesus, the entirety of your sins are forgiven! 

C: Amen! Thanks be to God!   



THE HYMN OF GLORY 
These words are a response to the gracious and steadfast mercy of God, who pours out his love on 

undeserving sinners. Together we lift our voices in a song of praise to the trinity – Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit – for the gift of salvation and new life.  
 

 
1. To      you    a – lone    God’s on   -    ly    Son,    the  lamb   of 

2. Who  takes   a – way      the  sins        of    all,    have mer  - cy 

3. For     you    a – lone      the   ho   -    ly     one,   and you    a –  
 

 
           G  – od  the  cho – sen    one;     to    you         a  -  lone       our 

          Lo –  rd  and hear  our     call;     who sits         at    God’s    right 

            lone     the  wor – thy     one;    with God       the    spi    -    rit 
 

 
         heav’n – ly  King,   the   mor – tals   and     the  an  –  gels  sing.  

          hand   on   high,  have  mer – cy    Lord    and hear    our  cry. 

           e  -    ver  near,    oh    keep   us,   Lord   from guilt   and  fear.  
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 65:17-25 (ESV)  
When the Messiah comes, everything will be made new again, spoke the Lord through the prophet 

Isaiah. A new heaven and a new earth will be the result of God’s work among humanity. Weeping 

and distress will be no more as joy replaces sorrow among God’s precious people.  
 

17“For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth, and the former things shall 

not be remembered or come into mind. 18But be glad and rejoice forever in that 

which I create; for behold, I create Jerusalem to be a joy, and her people to be a 

gladness. 19I will rejoice in Jerusalem and be glad in my people; no more shall be 

heard in it the sound of weeping and the cry of distress. 20No more shall there be in 

it an infant who lives but a few days, or an old man who does not fill out his days, 



for the young man shall die a hundred years old, and the sinner a hundred years 

old shall be accursed. 21They shall build houses and inhabit them; they shall plant 

vineyards and eat their fruit. 22They shall not build and another inhabit; they shall 

not plant and another eat; for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be, 

and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands. 23They shall not labor in 

vain or bear children for calamity, for they shall be the offspring of the blessed of 

the Lord, and their descendants with them. 24Before they call I will answer; while 

they are yet speaking I will hear. 25The wolf and the lamb shall graze together; the 

lion shall eat straw like the ox, and dust shall be the serpent's food. They shall not 

hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain,” says the Lord. 
 

R: The Word of the Lord.  

C: Thanks be to God!  
 

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 16 (ESV)  
The psalmist sang praises to the Lord, recognizing that without him nothing good could come. The 

Lord holds our future in His hands. Those who chase after false gods will see nothing but trouble.  
 

R: Preserve me, O God, for in you I take refuge. 

C: I say to the Lord, “You are my Lord; I have no good apart from you.” 

R: As for saints in the land, they are the excellent ones, in whom is all my delight.  

C: The sorrows of those who run after another god shall multiply; their drink 

offerings of blood I will not pour out or take their names on my lips. 

R: The Lord is my chosen portion and my cup; you hold my lot. 

C: The lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; indeed, I have a beautiful 

inheritance. 

R: I bless the Lord who gives me counsel; in the night also my heart instructs me.  

C: I have set the Lord always before me; because he is at my right hand, I shall 

not be shaken. 

R: Therefore my heart is glad, my whole being rejoices; my flesh dwells secure. 

C: For you will not abandon my soul to Sheol, or let your holy one 

see corruption.  

R: You make known to me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy; 

at your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 
 

R: The Word of the Lord.  

C: Thanks be to God!  



SECOND READING:  1 Corinthians 15:19-26 (ESV)     
Answering questions about Christ’s resurrection, Paul explained that through Adam all humans 

were subjected to death, but through Jesus all humans will share in new life through the resurrection.  
 

19If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied. 
20But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have 

fallen asleep. 21For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection 

of the dead. 22For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. 23But 

each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to 

Christ. 24Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after 

destroying every rule and every authority and power. 25For he must reign until he 

has put all his enemies under his feet. 26The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 
 

R: The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God!  
 

GOSPEL READING: Luke 24:1-12 (ESV)  

P: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the 24th Chapter.   

C: Glory to you, O Lord!   
 

1But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they went to the tomb, taking the 

spices they had prepared. 2And they found the stone rolled away from the 

tomb, 3but when they went in they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4While 

they were perplexed about this, behold, two men stood by them in dazzling 

apparel. 5And as they were frightened and bowed their faces to the ground, the men 

said to them, “Why do you seek the living among the dead? 6He is not here, but has 

risen. Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 7that the Son of 

Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men and be crucified and on the 

third day rise.” 8And they remembered his words, 9and returning from the tomb 

they told all these things to the eleven and to all the rest. 10Now it was Mary 

Magdalene and Joanna and Mary the mother of James and the other women with 

them who told these things to the apostles, 11but these words seemed to them an 

idle tale, and they did not believe them. 12But Peter rose and ran to the tomb; 

stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; and he went home 

marveling at what had happened. 
 

P: This is the Gospel of our Lord!    

C: Praise to you, O Christ!  



SERMON: God’s Answer to Holy Saturday 

 

HYMN: I Know That My Redeemer Lives (vss. 1,2,7,8)……….RECLAIM No. 274 

 

OFFERING and OFFERING RESPONSE  
As the usher brings forward the offering, please stand to sing: 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise Him all creatures here below. 

           Praise Him above ye heav'nly host. Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen 

 

THE NICENE CREED  
Having heard the Word of God, we respond with these words. By confessing one of the Church’s 

most ancient and historic creeds, we express our unity in the faith; the same faith the universal body 

of Christ has confessed throughout countless generations of believers.  
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 

all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 

the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 

not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For 

us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy 

Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. For our 

sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On 

the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory 

to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and 

apostolic Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We 

look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

CHOIR ANTHEM: Our Lord is Risen! (by Ruth Elaine Schram) 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE          
Each petition ends with the words Lord, in your mercy. Respond by saying Hear our prayer.  



THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION  

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

P: It is indeed right and salutary, that we should at all times, and in all places, give 

thanks to you, O Lord, Holy Father, for in the night of his betrayal… 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

THE HYMN OF TRIUMPH 
With the company of all heaven and earth we join the angel choir in the ongoing and eternal worship 

of the Lamb Jesus who was slain and now comes to join our meal of bread and wine with his body 

and blood, forgiveness and grace, peace and love.  
 

 

 
1.      This   is    the feast of     vic  – to  -  ry            We    share with him 

2.      Wor – thy is Christ who  has been slain;       whose blood has  set 
 

 
                      who  set   us     free            Al – le – lu  -   ia      Al – le –  lu  -   ia!  

                        us   free   a – gain.            Al – le – lu  -   ia      Al – le –  lu  -   ia! 
 

 
          The   lamb of God who once was  slain.        A –  rose and now  

                           Then  sings with all  the  hosts of    Light       with  blessings, ho -  
 



 
                       gives life  a  – gain.            Al – le – lu  -  ia!    Al – le – lu   -   ia!   

                      nor, pow’r and might.  Al – le – lu  -  ia!    Al – le – lu   -   ia!   
 

 
    Al – le – lu   -   ia!   Al – le – lu  -  ia!        Al–le – lu      -          ia.  

      Al – le – lu   -   ia!   Al – le – lu  -  ia!        Al–le – lu      -          ia  
 

LORD’S PRAYER  

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us, not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION  
All who are baptized, have been instructed properly, and trust God’s Word are welcome to 

communion, where our Lord is truly present, offering his gifts of forgiveness and eternal life. If 

partaking in the Lord’s Supper, please indicate this on the friendship pad at the end of your pew so 

our records are complete. 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

HYMN: Thine Is the Glory………………………………………...RECLAIM No. 161 
 

DISMISSAL                            

P: Go in peace, loving and serving in the name of our crucified and risen Lord.  

C: Thanks be to God! 
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